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Greenway cleanup suit settled

Award to be directed toward second scrap yard site

MARK WILSON
STAFF WRITER/ (812) 464-7417
wilsonm@courierpress.com

After three years and more
than 900 document filings, a
federal judge has approved a
$4,375,000 settlement in a legal
battle over the costs of clean-
ing up an Evansville site that
was contaminated with lead
and polychlorinated biphenyls,
or PCBs.

The site already has been
cleaned up and incorporated

as part of the Pigeon Creek
Greenway Passage, including
the Shirley James Gateway
Plaza.

The Evansville Greenway
& Remediation Trust filed the
lawsuit against Southern In-
diana Gas & Electric Co. (a
Vectren predecessor), Heri-
tage Coal, Mead Johnson and
numerous other companies in
2007, alleging their discarded
electrical transformers con-
taining PCBs and lead-contain-
ing batteries polluted the de-
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into the Ohio River in
Downtown Evansville.
The second is near 2350
Broadway Ave. Nelson said
dumping at the sites prob-
ably extended back to the
1940s.

The lawsuit was filed in
the United States District
Court for the Southern
District of Indiana under
the federal Comprehensive
Environmental Response,
Compensation and Liability
Act (CERCLA).

Although the lawsuit
was filed in 2007, the entire
process began in 2002 when
the city first expressed an
interest in acquiring the
property for the Greenway.

That prompted General
Waste, which already had
closed the business, to
seek cleanup costs from its
insurer.

The trust was created
and the insurer agreed to
loan it $3.5 million to fund
the cleanup with the un-
derstanding that the trust
would sue to recover the
money from other poten-
tially responsible parties.
Nelson said the cleanup
cost was $3.2 million plus
attorneys fees.

However, before the
insurer can receive any re-
imbursement, money from
the current settlement
will be used by the trust to
clean up the second scra-
pyard, the three-acre site
on Broadway Avenue be-
tween Evansville Marine

Services and ADM.

That site, surrounded
by commercial properties,
eventually will become
commercial property, too,
after its cleanup, Nelson
said. Its cleanup, like that
of the first site, will be over-
seen by the Indiana Depart-
ment of Environmental
Management through the
state’s Voluntary Remedia-
tion Program.

Nelson said resolving
the lawsuit was a conten-
tious process complicated
by cloudy issues of respon-
sibility and cost.

“Nobody wants to pay
money to clean things up
that happened decades
ago,” he said.

Chase Kelley, a Vectren
spokeswoman, said the
company acknowledged

that the disposals took
place but that the practice
wasn’'t uncommon for the
time it occurred.

“This is something that
was certainly done by all
electric companies,” she
said. “We are glad it is set-
tled.”

She said Vectren has
been an enthusiastic sup-
porter of Downtown rede-
velopment and noted its
cleanup of another con-
taminated site nearby on
which SIGECO once oper-
ated a manufactured gas
plant.

“It shows you can get
these type of contaminated
parcels cleaned up, but it
takes a lot of work and a
lot of time in these times
of economic uncertainty,”
Nelson said.



